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As a Northerner, I hold the Northern England Flatcoated Retriever Association's championship 
show close to my heart. It was an honour to be invited to judge this year. I have fond memories of 
helping out at the association’s first open show, even before it was officially established. I 
remember setting up chairs and receiving a Mars bar from the late, great Audrey Forster as a 
reward. 

I extend my gratitude to all the exhibitors that entered and accepted my decisions gracefully. My co-
judge, Mrs Jan Egginton, and I have a combined experience of over 60 plus years in the breed. We 
were delighted to find ourselves in complete agreement on all the top honours. 

Thank you to the hard-working committee for the invitation and to my two very efficient stewards 
Harry Vasey and Kathryn Trevor. 

I was very pleased with my winners. Since my last appointment I believe there have been 
improvements in mouths, heads, and feet. Movement overall could still be worked on. Finally, I'd 
like to offer some advice. The overall presentation and handling could be improved. As a curious 
child, I believe "just ask" people are happy to help and give advice. Entries and travel costs are 
expensive these days, so it's important to put in the extra effort to ensure both the handler and the 
dog stand out. 

Veteran Dog 2 - 0 Abs 
1. Reynolds’ Telurn Can’t Touch This SGWC 

This medium-sized dog was presented in beautiful coat and condition. He had a classic head, 
with a mischievous expression that mirrored his behaviour. His strong, well-placed neck and 
correct front assembly led to an excellent spring of rib and well-muscled rear quarters. Once 
settled, he moved very well with a typical flatcoated retriever attitude. Best Veteran in 
Show. 

2. Hewison’s Casblaidd Island In The Sky SGWC KCWGC 
This 7½ year old male, while at the top size for me, displays well-balanced beauty. He has a 
textbook head, kind eyes, and a gentle expression. He possesses adequate bone, a correct 
topline, gradual spring of rib and a short square loin. Additionally, he exhibits a good width 
of second thigh, an excellent coat, and is presented in hard condition. A better tail set would 
complete the picture. He moves straight and true. 

Special Veteran 1 - 0 Abs 
1. Fox’s Ch Black Mica’s Like It Hot At Blacktoft JW SGWC (Imp Swe) 

This nearly 11 year-old dog displays remarkable balance, a stunning head and eye, and 
superb front construction. He has good body depth, excellent width of second thigh, and 
outstanding rear muscles for his age. His movement was steady and true. 



Minor Puppy Dog 2 - 0 Abs 
1. Kralj’s Flattie Symphony Lor Elrond [ATC BA94710POL] 

This well-proportioned young male has a balanced head, lovely expression, and correct eye 
colour. He exhibits substantial bone and good depth for his age. He has a lovely topline that 
remained steady while moving, and a moderate bend of stifle. His sound, ground-covering 
movement won him the class, as well as Best Puppy Dog and Reserve Best Puppy in 
Show. 

2. Fox’s Westoncruive Ace of Spades by Blacktoft 
This young man has great potential but is currently a bit unsettled in his movement. He has a 
lovely head and expression, kind dark eye, a strong topline, and good rear quarters. His 
muscle tone is fantastic for his age. Just needs some time to complete the picture. 

Puppy Dog 3 - 0 Abs 
1. Kralj’s Flattie Symphony Lor Elrond [ATC BA94710POL] 
2. Bright’s Hopevalley Morning Magic 

I really liked this young boy, unfortunately he had his wild pants on today which cost him 
the class. Fantastic bone and substance and presented in excellent coat and condition, lovely 
head and soft melting expression and kind eye, correct length of neck and a strong topline, a 
moderate bend of stifle. Moved well, just needs to settle all round. 

3. Fox’s Westoncruive Ace of Spades by Blacktoft 

Junior Dog 3 - 0 Abs 
1. Hall’s Hightyne Night Train 

I have admired this young man ringside many times, he did not disappoint getting my hands 
on him. Showcasing his classical head, well-shaped dark eye, strong neck, correct shoulder 
placement, and strong topline. His balanced physique, featuring a correct rib-to-loin ratio, 
good second-thigh width, and moderate stifle, was complemented by his attentive and 
graceful movement alongside his handler. He has the potential for a promising future and is 
certainly one to watch. Res Dog CC 

2. Bright's Hopevalley Morning Magic 
3. Blythin’s Angelusparks V Practice Makes Perfect Julesville (Imp Prt) 

I loved this boy's exuberance, I got head butted several times. Classic head with cheeky 
expression, lovely dark eye, great ear set, really good bone, lacking in coat but that will 
come with time, good second thigh, he just needs to settle. He never stopped wagging, 
would like better feet, I really like him overall, just needs more time. 

Yearling Dog 2 - 0 Abs 
1. Hall’s Hightyne Night Train 
2. Harris' Dymexe Outlander at Siancala 

This dog was a challenge for his handler, but he has great potential. He has a beautiful head, 
expression and attitude. His movement was excellent once he’d settled. He's well balanced 
with a good front and topline and a lovely second thigh. 

Novice dog 3 - 1 Abs 
1. Bright’s Hopevalley Morning Magic 
2. Fox’s Westoncruive Ace of Spades by Blacktoft 



Graduate Dog 4-1 Abs 
1. Peers’ Tweedisle Masked Crusader 

This boy won the class due to its excellent overall balance and movement. He was very fit, 
and had a beautifully moulded head with a melting expression and dark eyes. He also 
maintained his topline very well. He exhibited lovely driving movement and covered the 
ground with ease. I would prefer a bit more second thigh to finish the picture. 

2. Long’s Keepersway Live For The Moment 
This 2 year-old dog has grown on his legs and is overall very balanced with a good coat. He 
has a beautiful head and expression with a cheeky grin, nice ear set, and dark eyes. 
Additionally, he displays good width on his second thigh. I am sure with time he will come. 
He held his topline beautifully on the move and just needs to drop into his body. 

3. Buckley’s Blacktoft Brindisi By Buckleyhill 
This well-balanced dog has good bone and coat condition but would benefit from losing a 
little weight. He has a lovely head and a soft, melting expression. He has good width in rear. 
I loved the way he looked at his handler on the move, just lost his topline due to weight 
which cost him a higher place. 

Post Graduate Dog 1 - 0 Abs 
1. Prior’s Gemswin Shut Up and Dance 

Typical flatcoat over exuberance, lovely head and expression with dark eyes and well-placed 
ears. Excellent bone structure and a beautiful rear. Maintains a level topline when moving. 
Well-balanced, good shape, and nice feet. 

Limit Dog 4 - 0 Abs 
1. Nicholls & Nicholls & Price’s Llantrussa As Big A The Ritz 

My Res CC winner last time I judged, was lovely to see he has matured into the potential I 
saw 2 years ago. He has the best of heads, good shoulder lay, and a lovely rich liver colour. 
The best of toplines, he was one of the few dogs that maintained it on the move, foot perfect 
side gait using his tail to advantage. Pleased to award him Dog CC and Res BIS. 

2. Perry & Perry & Leavy’s Glenturret Bumbleberry Pie For Casanjay 
This young boy, in fab physical condition, displayed excellent movement and a positive 
attitude. His coat was in good condition and he had a lovely head and expression and a 
strong topline, correct width on his second thigh and well let down hocks. He was totally at 
one with his handler. 

3. Hall’s Rotherfield Just The Ticket 
This dog has one of the best heads of the day, with a beautiful soft expression. He is the 
picture of balance, kind dark eyes, and nice bone. Unfortunately, he was out of coat, which 
made him look less mature. He moved well and in full coat.  This dog is really special. 

Open Dog 1 - 0 Abs 
1. May’s Ronevorg Dark Angel At Lussac JW KCWGC KCSGWC 

This dog really appealed for overall balance. He has a pleasing expression with dark eyes 
and well-placed ears. Well constructed with a broad second thigh and good lay of shoulder. 
Additionally, he has a lovely coat and is in good condition. Once settled, he moves well. 



Champion Dog 2 - 1 Abs 
1. Bellamy’s ShCh Bochilbarley Goblet Of Fire JW 

This dog has a lovely head and expression, with a hint of naughty behind his eyes. His coat 
is in good condition, strong topline, which was held well on the move, presented beautifully 
and handled to perfection. Overall, this lovely, balanced dog needs more time to drop due to 
his young age. 

Special Liver Dog 2 - 0 Abs 
1. Perry & Perry & Leavy’s Glenturret Bumbleberry Pie For Casanjay 
2. Shepherdson’s Murphy’s Treat 

This well-behaved boy was an absolute sweetheart. He had a beautiful head and expression, 
lovely feet and good width on his second thigh. He held his topline well both standing and 
on the move. Very at one with his handler. 

Special Working Dog 2 - 0 Abs 
1. Fox’s Satinbaze Cracksman For Blacktoft (AI) JW SGWC 

This dog is well balanced, has a gentle kind expression, and dark eye. He has lovely feet, 
good bone, well-placed shoulders, well sprung ribs, and a good width to his second thigh. 
He has a well-muscled moderate rear, which he uses well on the move, he looks like he 
could put in a hard day's work. 

2. Hewison’s Casblaidd Island In The Sky SGWC KCWGC 

Kelly Holland (Judge)


